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Dear Open Circle Friends,
It was a joy, as always, to gather as a spiritual community last
Sunday as we considered Christina’s message on love as the
foundation of right relationship and spiritual community. I
understand that Christina’s workshop on UU history and
theology in the afternoon was wonderful and very wellattended.
Planning Retreat: In late January, we had a very productive
planning retreat, beginning with a listening session and moving
into more detailed discussions in the late morning and
afternoon. We discussed our membership, programming,
space, and staff in terms of strengthening the four pillars of our
church life: spirituality, fellowship, outreach and stewardship.
An executive summary of the retreat is included in this
newsletter. At our March Board meeting, we will establish a
number of one year and three to five year goals based on the
retreat. Further information/discussions will be forthcoming.
In the meantime, a few words about some key themes and
topics:
Open Circle Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
One recurring theme was increasing our sense of our place as
part of Unitarian Universalism. We plan to have some kind of
programming around Unitarian Universalist identity each year,
whether that be simple membership orientations or a more indepth class. We also agreed to a goal of having a study group
on a UUA Congregational Study and Action Issue (CSAI) each
year. (See the note elsewhere in the Newsletter on the UUA
Social Witness Process.)
UUA Certification programs: We have participated or are
participating in two UUA Certification programs. We have
already been certified as a Welcoming Congregation that is
inclusive of people regardless of sexual orientation. We are in
the process of becoming a Green Sanctuary. Through the Green
Sanctuary program, a congregation pursues sustainable
practices as a congregation and encourages such practices
among members. A team has started the work of leading us in
pursuing this certification. Recently, the McDowell’s led a fruitful
discussion of ideas of sustainable practices and educational
efforts we might carry out.
We will also work on further ways we can emphasize our UU
identity throughout our fellowship life.
Ministerial Leadership
In terms of future ministerial leadership, we did not come to
any concrete conclusions but are considering moving towards
part time ministerial leadership in about five years. Pastoral

to be the primary concern for most of us. Soon, student
ministers will not be available through Meadville Lombard
Seminary because that school will become an on-line
institution, so this is a further reason we need to explore
other options. For next year, we may be able to continue to
work with a student minister, and we are also considering
other options.
The Building Fund, The Building Fund,
The Building Fund
One recurring theme—our need to pay for our building.
We will need to begin paying a mortgage on July 1 of this
year. Even if we achieve our Building Fund goal of meeting
the Bowman’s generous offer to match qualified donations
up to $75,000, we will still likely have to pay about $1300
per month that we are not currently paying.
All Open Circle members and friends will soon be receiving
a letter asking for donations to the Building fund over the
coming months. Please consider making a donation that is
as generous as possible given your circumstances.
In addition, since there is not much room for cutting in our
budget, our monthly operating expenses will almost
certainly go up as we begin to pay our mortgage. We hope
that anyone who can afford it will consider increasing their
pledge amount at least slightly, or if possible, substantially,
beginning next year. No one likes to talk about money.
But, we do need money to support the good work of the
Open Circle. (continued on page 3)
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Get Involved with OCUUF!
Eco Food Group Meeting
Our next Eco Food Committee meeting will be held on
Saturday, March 12. There will be refreshments from
8:00 - 8:30 a.m. The meeting will begin at 8:30 a.m.
If anyone is interested in attending or would like to
know more about the committee, please feel free to
contact me. Jeanne McDowell (920) 251-0499. (I will
provide more details to anyone who is interested.)
Food for Thought Series
Meets the second Thursday of each month from 6:00 to
8:00 pm. Thursday, March 10 the topic is
"Pharmacrops." These are crops grown to produce
chemicals for pharmaceuticals or industrial use and
pose considerable danger because they can mingle with
other crops.
Religious Education
Be a teacher! We *need* adults to teach in the
Religious Education program on the first and third
Sundays of the month. Lessons are fully prepared and
ready to go--if you can read, you can teach RE! Please
contact RE Director Monica Walk at
monicawalk@hotmail.com to talk about teaching and to
get on the schedule.
Green Sanctuary Program
For details about the OCUUF Green Sanctuary
Program (GSP) contact John McDowell at
eastbrook06@gmail.com.
Men's Group Announcements
The OCUUF Men's Group will begin breakfast gatherings
on the first Sunday of every month. Where: Ramada
Inn. When: 8:00 a.m. Next meeting will be. For more
details contact John McDowell at
eastbrook06@gmail.com.
Book/Video Club
Will meet the 3rd Tuesday of every month from 6:30 to
8 pm at OCUUF. Books & videos will be selected based
on the titles entered into the hat draw. The book club
will be meeting at the same time on March 15 and April
19.
Religious Discussion and Coffee
An invitation to OCUUF women .... Jane Dennis has
extended an invitation to gather for coffee and
"religious discussion" on Monday March 7 at
11:00 a.m. at Gift and Gab in Peebles (151 North and
turn onto WH at light). Jane says perhaps we'll make it
a monthly event.
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The responsibilities of the Nominating Committee are to
find candidates to serve on the Open Circle Board of
Directors, and also to identify persons to serve on next
year's Nominating Committee. This year we will have
vacancies for board vice president and board treasurer.
Members of the committee must be members of the
fellowship.
We intend to have our Open Circle Planning Meeting at the
end of March and our Open Circle Annual Meeting by the
end of May.
If you are interested in serving on the Nominating
Committee, please contact Board President Jeff Reed at
926-1664 or
jreed@marianuniversity.edu<mailto:jreed@marianuniversit
y.edu> .

Deb Doll Office Hours
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Worship Funshop March 5
On March 5 our Student Minister, Christina
Leone, will host an afternoon "Funshop"
(why call it a Workshop when it's going to be
fun??) on worship.
What do we mean when we use the word
worship? Why do UU services follow the
structure they do? Can we create more
meaningful worship among ourselves
specifically for our unique Open Circle UU
Fellowship? If you've ever wanted to be more
involved in worship, have some feedback, or
just learn something new, keep an eye out
for more information about the March 5th
Worship Funshop!
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(Message from… continued from page 1)
But let us end on a more spiritual note.
As we look toward spring, may the Open Circle grow.
May we grow in love. May we grow in spirit. May we grow in
understanding. May we grow in wisdom. Like a garden
planted in fertile soil, may our roots reach deeper and
entwine. May we grow together toward the light.
In the spirit of a garden planted in fertile soil,
Paisley Harris, OCUUF Board Vice President

In Memory of Ellen Flood
By Linda Moore
Ellen and I first met through the League of Women
Voters. Ellen was very deeply involved in that
organization over many years. I was to learn later that
my encounter with her there was a pearl. We connected
over the last few years through the Prairie Fest fundraiser
at the UW Arboretum and with our OCUUF rummage
sales.
We just clicked together, and with our spouses, became
good friends. OCUUF is a wonderful meeting place for
fine friendships to develop. Ellen was a delight to be
around. Her interests were broad, and she had great
intuitive insights. She loved our Earth’s ecology with
nature being her welcomed teacher. She could spin an
associated project around her little finger. Her energy
was dauntless, and her enthusiasm and commitment a
constant.
Ellen’s love affair with life was present in every line of
her face. Her smile could just blow you away, the
twinkle in her eyes like the stars at night, and her humor
like her dancer’s moves. Doing anything with Ellen was
so inviting, so fun.

A Brief Explanation of UUA
Social Witness Process

By Paisley Harris

Congregational Study and Action Issues and Statements
of Conscience are the two components of the UUA’s Social
Witness process. Of course, any UUA member congregation is
free to work on any issue that it feels is morally important and in
keeping with the UUA’s Seven Principles, but the social witness
process means that Congregations around the country are
studying and acting on an issue, increasing the likelihood of
making a broader impact.
The Unitarian Universalist Association chooses one new
Congregational Study and Action Issue (CSAI) each year.
After a few years of study and action by member congregations,
interested people formulate a Statement of Conscience
(SOC) on the issue, representing a moral stance on the issue to
which the participating members can agree. Once a Statement of
Conscience passes, a year of implementation follows. (Of course,
congregations have often taken some kind of action on the issue
earlier in the process, but congregations are encouraged to take
steps to act upon the SOC.
This year’s new Congregational Study and Action issue is
immigration as a moral issue. After several years of study
and action on the issue of ethical eating, a Draft Statement
of Conscience on that issue is currently under discussion. The
Eco Food group has led us in study of this issue, and Eco-Food
member Jane Dennis led an interesting discussion of the draft at
our most recent potluck breakfast.
Finally, at least year’s General Assembly, the UUA passed a
Statement of Conscience on Peacemaking. Open Circle
discussed the draft and voted to support the Statement’s
passage. This year is considered a ‘year of implementation’ of
this Statement of Conscience. Open Circle has had several
Sunday programs focused on peacemaking. We are also working
to create a culture of peace within our fellowship by beginning
work on a healthy congregation process where we discuss how
we will communicate and interact to ensure that we live out our
mission to truly be a beloved community.

Sharing our friendship has been one of life’s treasures for
me. I will carry her memory in my heart forever.

If you feel you have found a spiritual home in the Open
Circle, but have not yet joined OCUUF, we hope you will
consider signing the membership book. Signing the
membership book means that you feel you have found a
spiritual home here and that you are committing to support
the Open Circle Fellowship financially and with your time
and talents. Feel free to talk to Jeff Reed
(jreed@marianuniversity.edu; Madonna Bowman
mebowman@charter.net; or Paisley Harris
paisley.harris@uwc.edu about membership.
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March 2011
Calendar of Events
Sunday

6

Service topic: The
Sermon on the
Amount by Christina
Leone
UU Roots Session 2
led by Christina
Leone 1-3 pm
Men’s Group at
Ramada at 8 AM

Monday

7

Religious
conversation for
women at Gift of
Gab 11 am
Yoga with Jeanne
5:45-6:45 pm

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

8

9

10

11

12

17

18

25

Mardi Gras

OCUUF board
meeting at 6:30
pm

Ash Wednesday

13

14

15

Talk topic: Is
America a
Christian Nation?
By Judy Goldsmith

Yoga with Jeanne
5:45-6:45 pm

Book Club
meeting 6:30-8
pm (see article
for more details)

20

21

22

23

24

28

29

30

31

Daylight Savings
Time Begins

Service topic:
Spiritual Journeys
by Jeff Reed and
Liz WoodworthZanto

Yoga with Jeanne
5:45-6:45 pm

16

Food for Thought
meeting 6-8 pm

St. Patrick’s Day

Eco Food meeting
at 8:30
am/refreshments at
8 am
Hmong Story
Cloths & Traditional
Dress, FDL Library,
Kids Program, 1pm

19

Storm Full Moon

26

Ostara/Spring
Equinox

27

Service topic:
Sustainability by
Michael Schuler

Yoga with Jeanne
5:45-6:45 pm
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April 2011
Calendar of Events
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

7

8

9

14

15

16

22

23

29

30

April Fools’ Day
(All Fools’ Day)

3

4

5

6

10

11

12

13

17

18

19

20

21

27

28

Service topic:
Spring Equinox by
Sally Cisna
Men’s Group at
Ramada at 8 am

Discussion topic:
Sustainability

Service topic:
Creationism and
Earth Day by
Christina Leone

Yoga with Jeanne
5:45-6:45 pm

Yoga with Jeanne
5:45-6:45 pm

Yoga with Jeanne
5:45-6:45 pm

Palm
Sunday
Wind Full
Moon

24
Service topic: Easter
(intergenerational)
by friend of Christina
Leone

Book Club
meeting 6:30-8
pm (see article
for more details)

Food for Thought
meeting 6-8 pm

Earth Day
Good Friday

First Day of
Passover

25

Yoga with Jeanne
5:45-6:45 pm

26

Last Day of
Passover

Easter
Sunday
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Chalice Sign Welcomes
All to Open Circle UU
Fellowship

(Previously published in Progress/Action Advertiser)

A beautiful stained glass chalice sign was installed
last summer in the front window of Open Circle
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, 19 E. Third Street.
The stained glass piece features the flaming chalice,
symbol of the Unitarian Universalist faith, placed
within a large open circle. The stained glass is
framed in golden oak bearing the name “Open Circle
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship.” It identifies our
Fellowship and extends an invitation to enter.
The creation of the chalice sign was the work of
several Open Circle members. It was designed by
Dean Malloy, and crafted by Howie WoodworthZanto, gifted stained glass artist and owner of Living
Light Studio. Tom Schuppe had the vision and drive
to bring together Dean’s idea and Howie’s skill.
In creating their symbol Unitarian Univeralists
utilized two images, the chalice (footed cup) and
flame, which have held religious meaning across
centuries and faith traditions. Chalices can be found
worldwide on ancient manuscripts and altars. In the
Judeo Christian tradition the chalice used by Jesus at
his last Passover Seder became the Holy Grail
sought by the knights of Wales and England.
Sharing, generosity, sustenance, and love are
meanings symbolized by the chalice.
As a sacrificial fire, flame has been a central symbol
in the world’s oldest scriptures, the Vedic hymns of
India. Pagan and earth based religions also utilize
the symbol of flame and fire. Both the burning bush
encountered by Moses in the wilderness and the
flaming tongues of Pentecost are examples of the
flame bearing witness to a message from God in the
Judeo Christian faiths. Eternal flames stand watch
at monuments and tombs and candles flicker in
cathedrals, temples, mosques, and meeting houses
around the globe. A flame can symbolize witness,
spirit, sacrifice, courage, and illumination.
The chalice and flame were brought together as a
Unitarian symbol by Austrian artist, Hans Deutsch in
1941 for use by the Unitarian Service Committee in
its work assisting refugees (Jews, Unitarians, and
others) escaping the Nazis. Dan Hotchkiss writes
that the Unitarian Service Committee was operating
in a “cloak and dagger world, where establishing
trust quickly across barriers of language, nationality,
and faith could mean the difference between life and
death.” The flaming chalice was made into a seal
for papers and a badge for agents moving refugees
to freedom and has become the symbol of Unitarian
Universalism.

Open Circle UU Fellowship extends an invitation to learn more about
Unitarian Universalism by attending our Sunday services and programs. In
2010 Open Circle went from holding services twice a month to every Sunday
at 10:00 a.m. Our Sunday service well as content. Look for our beautiful
chalice sign at 19 E. Third Street and then come in to find a s and
programming are varied in format as welcoming place where you can find
support for and share your spiritual journey.
(More information about Unitarian Universalism can be found at www.uua.org
or see www.ocuuf.org to find out more about Open Circle UU Fellowship.)
Please consider signing the petition. Thanks, Jeanne
Subject: Save NPR and PBS (Again)
The Republicans just released their budget proposal, and it zeroes out funding
for both NPR and PBS--the worst proposal in more than a decade. We need to
tell Republicans that cutting off funding was unacceptable last time they were
in charge, and it's unacceptable now.
I signed a petition to save NPR and PBS. Can you join me at the link below?
http://pol.moveon.org/nprpbs/?r_by=-12196505-gBhEYfx&rc=confemail

Info from our Eco Food Group
.... the group will be offering "Meatless Monday" refrigerator magnets
and recipes featuring meatless dishes after the Feb.. 20 and March 6
services. They will also be taking orders for From Asparagus to
Zucchini: A Guide to Cooking Farm Fresh Seasonal Produce, a
cookbook produced by the Madison Area Community Supported
Agriculture Coalition. The book will be available for a discounted
price of $12 for a limited time. Also, the group will launch a March food
pantry drive for peanut butter.
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Listening Session. We began with a Listening Session in which members of the fellowship shared their vision and concerns for “Where
we want to be in 5 to 10 years.” Many things were suggested, including a minister, music, better articulated structure, more social justice
work, more membership activities, covenant groups, and much more.
Guests: Lisette Aldrich, Mary Arrigoni, Jane Dennis, Audrey Linn, Natasha Malloy, Sylvia Reed
Guiding Principles for discussion called attention to Fellowship, Outreach, Spirituality, and Stewardship throughout the discussion.
Discussion Organization. Following the opening session, the Board and Committee representatives had discussion around four topic
areas: Our Space (the building/facility), Our Membership (the people who come together), Our Program (what we offer), and Our Staff
(the people who are paid to work for us).
Major Themes. Major themes that emerged from the day-long discussion include:
Building Fund. As of July 2011, Open Circle will secure a mortgage on our building. Currently, we are not paying for the building. We
have established a goal of raising $75,000 by June 1, 2011. Additionally, we have a dollar-for-dollar match on building fund
contributions up to $75,000. The more we raise now, the smaller our mortgage will be. Unfortunately, we are a long way from raising
the $75,000. We have not put enough emphasis on raising money for the building fund.
Space. We have space for about 130 chairs for worship. If we expand, we could add a second service. This building should meet our
needs for the next 5 to 10 years, with growth.
Religious Education (RE). We have split responsibility for RE – Children and Youth being the responsibility of the RE Committee; Adult
RE not their responsibility. The RE Committee is now searching for a new Director of RE (DRE) for next service year.
Minister. It is a goal to have a more permanent arrangement with a minister in about 5 years. This may be a part time role; the minister
may be shared with another congregation. There was concern about pastoral and spiritual needs beyond the Sunday gathering.
Congregation Development. We are transitioning from a Family-size (up to 50 members) to a Pastoral-size (50 to 150 members)
congregation. As we transition, we need to add more formal structures and processes to support our organization. It is the Pastoral-size
where there may be enough people to financially support a regular minister. Based on the experience of other congregations (e.g.,
Prairie Lakes), we still need to do much work before we will be ready to call a minister. This includes better understanding our processes
and procedures, our roles and responsibilities, and having those things documented so that we understand how we will relate to a
minister and what to expect from that person.
Programs. Are we meeting the needs of our members? Although worship services and RE for our youth are important, there is much
more in a faith community that needs to be supported. This includes social needs and activities, adult RE and much more. The number
and diversity of our programs is growing, but more needs to be done. One goal we can take on is to commit to a study group each year
to consider a new UUA Congregational Study and Action Issue.
Present: Madonna Bowman, Jerry Danner, Kris Evert, Judy Goldsmith (facilitator), Tracy Gravelle, Paisley Harris, Ruth Lane,
Christina Leone, Barbara Lucas, Linda Moore, Jeff Reed.

Copy and paste the link to the service you wish to see, into your Internet browser. YouTube only allows ten minutes at a time per video,
so these have been broken up into segments to allow for the full video to be posted online. "The Meaning of Grace" was the most
recent service that I led at OCUUF.
The Masks We Wear: October 2010
Masks Part One: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jd7fWM7nU80
Masks Part Two: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yLjraeB7yvc
For Praying Out Loud: November 2010
Praying Part One: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bxDp2PwmgJ8
Praying Part Two: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Wt3-ZF6Fb0
Praying Part Three: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DYuFj1IyiH4
The Meaning of Grace: January 2011
Grace Part One: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u8s5bvW7uZA
Grace Part Two: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L4WFxP_Al0o
Grace Part Three: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bAXFvq3gShY
Christina R. Leone, M.S.

Christina’s
services are
available to
view online!

Student Minister, Open Circle UU Fellowship, Fond du Lac, WI
M.Div. Student, Meadville Lombard Theological School
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By Stephanie Evergreen

I had the good fortune to attend Winter Woman Spirit
2011 in Elkhart, Indiana at the end of February. Before I
launch into all the wonderful experiences I had at this
conference, I would like to take a moment thank the
OCUUF board for helping with both financial and
emotional assistance for this unforgettable experience.
It was a lot of firsts for me. My first time driving out of
state by myself, my first time staying in a hotel by
myself, my first time trying to figure out tolls, and
ultimately the first spiritual conference I’ve ever
attended. What a gift!
The keynote speaker was Margot Adler, a woman who
in my opinion manages to encompass appearing
completely normal and extraordinary all in the same
breath. She is most known for her book, Drawing Down
the Moon, which has undergone several revisions, that
gives a comprehensive and well-researched view of
paganism and neo-paganism. After a rousing address
and ritual, which did involve chanting, we were sent
back to our hotels and homes that first night.
The next day, we perused the spritual wares of serveral
vendors, met lots of wonderful, strong and spiritual
women, participated in two seminars of our choosing,
ate a wonderful lunch and supper, capped it all off with
a closing ritual (again involving about an hour of
chanting!), and a “coffee house” in which some
performed their creative talents.
I learned about creating sacred circles, finding my voice
in writing, and learned countless other lessons which
were not necessarily intended but were taught
nonetheless.
I managed to make a few friends I will keep in contact
with and met plenty others I didn’t have the time to get
to know better but may some day in the future. I
learned about the great variety of paganism that existed
just in this group of about 100 women and was amazed
at how accepting each person was about the differences.
Most participants were UUs and pagans, though not all.
I feel like this conference was an amazing gift and
helped me in a few things that I haven’t discusssed in
this article but would be happy to share in
conversation….
Blessed Be!
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March 2011

Mar 6
Service topic: The Sermon on the Amount
Presented by: Christina Leone
Mar 13
Talk topic: Is America a Christian Nation?
Presented by: Judy Goldsmith
Mar 20
Service topic: Spiritual Jouneys
Presented by: Jeff Reed and Liz Woodworth-Zanto
Mar 27
Service topic: Sustainability
Presented by: Michael Schuler

April 2011

Apr 3
Service topic: Spring Equinox
Presented by: Sally Cisna
Apr 10
Discussion theme: Sustainability
Apr 17
Service topic: Creationism and Earth Day
Presented by: Christina Leone
Apr 24
Service topic: Easter-an intergenerational service
Presented by: Friend of Christina Leone
**All services are held at Open Circle Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship located at 19 E Third St in Fond du Lac at
10:00 AM unless otherwise noted.**
Our schedule for the next couple of months is heavier than usual
on worship services, and we have some exciting things coming
up. On March 27, Michael Schuler, the minister at Madison UU
and author of the book “Making the Good Life Last“ will visit us
with a service focusing on our theme of “sustainability” (which
we adopted largely because of his book). There are a few copies
of Michael Schuler’s book, How to Make the Good Life Last: Four
Keys to Sustainability on the bookshelf outside the office.
Christina is coming only a couple of weeks apart because she has
a friend’s wedding on her usual weekend.
Everyone is invited to a special event on Saturday, March 5th
from 2-5pm at the Fellowship. Christina Leone will give a
Worship Funshop (a workshop designed to stress the fun aspects)
on worship elements, planning and coordination. There is no
charge for participating and all are welcome.
At the last service planning committee, we had an extensive
discussion of what we should do with the summer. In the past,
we had no services in July and August. Last year we had a
couple of meetings per month, but did things that were a little
more out of the box. These were generally pretty poorly
attended, so we decided to go back to not having services in July
and August. Hopefully we can do some non-service things that
will allow people to enjoy fellowship during the summer.
In the next few weeks, we will be coming out with an online
survey to evaluate satisfaction with our services, and ideas you
would like to see for Sunday programming. Please look for it
and give us some feedback - it should only take 5-10 minutes at
most. Thanks.
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Here is a list of suggestions from our brainstorming session on
February 13th.
Building

Coffee cup rack at UU. Members use their own or UU
cups. Several people mentioned this.

Dishwasher. This was mentioned by several individuals.
Use wooden dowels for drying glassware or cups

Reuse baggies and plastic food containers. Encourage
members to take their own “to go” containers to
restaurants.

Water heater timer and Time of Use for electricity.
*This is in the works.

Light timer or motion device for bathrooms. Make sure
lights are off when not in rooms or building. Use as few
as possible too.

Water saver device for toilets. These cost about $60

One attendee said she was going to research green
packaging and products and get back to us. Suggest UU
support these types of businesses.

Use low watt light bulbs *The building has these
already. (We’ll see if we can change any existing ones
for lower wattage.)

Recycle garbage. *We do some of this already.
Grounds

Rain Garden and better curb appeal with plants. We
could have a rain garden to honor Ellen Flood. Several
people suggested a rain garden.

Work with RE program to grow plants. Have children
help plant the rain garden. Combine trip to Gottfried
Prairie and Arboretum and other rain gardens in the
area. Field trips related to rain gardens.

Rain barrels to collect our run off to water garden. Also
have some RE programming about runoff.

Garden in pots with small children. Can do herbs/edible
food.
Education

Have UU members take a personal ENACT survey. There
are pre/post scores. Consider how to present this to our
UU members.
ENACT: The booklet shows various actions. Obtain
pledges to take actions by UU members.

Encourage bicycling or walking to church. Have walk to
church Sundays.

Organize environmental field trips: ledge, arboretum,
recycling plant, wind farm, etc.

Teach kids about recycling and organic versus traditional
farms

Teach kids about preserving natural/wild spaces

RE project for older kids/youth -- Draw from “Tapestry of
Faith”

CUUPS Chapter – explore the possibility of a group who
will provide services with reverence towards earth and
that spiritual connection





Other








Support local organic farms. Community education
on CSAs and poverty. * Eco Food committee has
been doing some of this.
Multi-generational project: adopt a bike trail for
clean up – comparable to adopt-a-highway but this
would be safe for children. Include the RE in some
of the other “adult” projects we do.
Investigate the feasibility of a food co-op. Other
members said it would be more worthwhile to
support Village Market. VM does special order
items.
The book “Winter of Disconnect” about unplugging
cell phones, no TV watching, etc. We could propose
a disconnect weekend/or disconnect hours.
Organic or meatless potluck. Share recipes.
Vegetarian cooking classes.
Earth Day clean up downtown – youth and adult
members
Get Green Sanctuary certification as soon as possible
and make “a big splash” of what we are doing. Let
the community know what OCUUF is doing. Have a
GS certification sign prominently displayed in the
front of our building along with a Welcoming sign +
We Welcome Diversity sign.

Book Club News

On Tuesday, March 15th, the video Departures will be
seen and on Tuesday, April 19th, the book Through the
Narrow Gate by Karen Armstrong will be discussed.
********
In this Japanese film, Daigo Kobayashi (Masahiro Motoki)
is a devoted cellist in an orchestra that has just been
dissolved and now finds himself without a job. Daigo
decides to move back to his old hometown with his wife
to look for work and start over. He answers a classified ad
entitled "Departures" thinking it is an advertisement for a
travel agency only to discover that the job is actually for a
"Nokanshi" or "encoffineer," a funeral professional who
prepares deceased bodies for burial and entry into the
next life. While his wife and others despise the job, Daigo
takes a certain pride in his work and begins to perfect the
art of "Nokanshi," acting as a gentle gatekeeper between
life and death, between the departed and the family of
the departed. The film follows his profound and
sometimes comical journey with death as he uncovers the
wonder, joy and meaning of life and living.

An invitation to OCUUF women .... Jane Dennis has
extended an invitation to gather for coffee and
"religious discussion" on Monday March 7 at
11:00 a.m. at Gift and Gab in Peebles (151 North
and turn onto WH at light). Jane says perhaps we'll
make it a monthly event.
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Unitarian Universalist
Guiding Principles

The inherent worth and dignity of every person;
Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations;
Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our
congregations;
A free and responsible search for truth and meaning;
The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our
congregations and in society at large;
The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all;
Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part.

OOppeen
n CCiirrccllee M
Miissssiioon
n SSttaatteem
meen
ntt

We come together as Open Circle Unitarian Universalist Fellowship open to experiencing
transcendent mystery and wonder, honoring diversity and religious freedom. We come to
pursue Unitarian Universalism’s prophetic vision of peace, justice, compassion and
sustainability and to create Beloved Community.

Contact Information

Open Circle Unitarian Universalist Fellowship

OOppeen
n CCiirrccllee
VViissiioon
n
SSttaatteem
meen
ntt
To be a
transforming
presence in the
lives of
individuals and
the Fond du Lac
community.

19 E Third St
Fond du Lac WI 54935.
Phone: (920) 924-8598
Email: OCUUF@tds.net

Board Members:

Jeffrey G. Reed - President
jreed@marianuniversity.edu
Paisley Harris - Vice President
paisley.harris@uwc.edu
Tracy Gravelle - Secretary
Ruth Lane - Treasurer
Jerry Danner – Member-atLarge

Committees and Chairs
Membership Coordinator: Madonna Bowman
Religious Education: Kris Evert
Service Planning: Sylvia Reed
Hospitality: Susanne Dennis
Building Maintenance: John McDowell
EcoFood Group: Jeanne McDowell
Men’s Group: John McDowell
Green Sanctuary: John McDowell
Library Committee: Linda Moore
Décor Committee: Madonna Bowman
Diversity: Paisley Harris

N
Neexxtt nneew
wsslleetttteerr ddeeaaddlliinnee::
Please send submissions for the May/June 2011 newsletter to Stephanie Evergreen via email at
stephcevergreen@yahoo.com no later than April 20, 2011. Thanks in advance!
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