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Message from the Board President…  
By Paisley Harris 

Happy May and Happy Spring, Open 
Circle Friends, 
 
The blooming flowers and the budding trees remind us 

we have much for which to be grateful.  A few high-

lights of our spring at Open Circle: 

 

 - Getting in the spirit of spring, the Green Sanctuary 

committee led a wonderful Earth Day service and hike. 

Now the Committee is working on building some new 

fencing, and will be planting a few trees to green up our 

parking lot.  

 

 - We continue to hear from our student minister Ian 
Riddell visiting ministers like Reverends Roger Bert-

chausen and Kelly Crocker who shared their thoughts on 

the direct experiences of transcendent mystery and won-

der that bring meaning to our spiritual lives. In June, 

Audrey Linn is planning a service where members of 

our Open Circle community will share their understand-

ings of transcendent mystery and wonder through crea-

tive expression.   

 

 - Four new members have joined Open Circle in the 

past month. In addition, many young adults and families 
have been attending our services. It is a joy to to see lots 

of kids attending childcare and RE and to see a wide age 

range among the adults and teens enjoying our fellow-

ship time.   

 

 - The Food Buying Club, an effort of our Eco Food 

Committee spearheaded by Tom Schuppe, has gained 

enough members to get off the ground, an exciting ex-

ample of collaboration with local groups Trust Local 

and the Village Market (our pickup point).  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 - The Articulating Our UU Faith Class, led by Sylvia 

Reed and Bev Gudex was very successful. The partici-

pants were excited enough by their discussions that they 

are planning our final service of the program year in 

June.  

 

 - In early June, our Coming of Age students and Ian 

Riddell will lead us in worship.  

 

 - Steph Evergreen and I just got back from the Midwest 
District Assembly where we attended workshops and a 

keynote by Marilyn Sewell on spiritual leadership with a 

UU core and networked with other lay leaders.  

 

EXCITING NEWS! Our own Jeff Reed has been 

elected to be Vice President of the Central Midwest Dis-

trict Board for 2012-2013!  Our district and the Board 

will benefit from Jeff’s skills, experience and good hu-

mor.  CONGRATULATIONS, JEFF!!! 

 

In the rest of this note, I’d like to highlight three impor-
tant topics: Our 2012-2013 call for financial pledges and 

commitments of time and talents, and our Healthy Con-

gregation Process.  

 

Pledge Drive : Your generous spirits and loving action 

are needed so Open Circle can continue to be a welcom-

ing, vibrant community and a  transformative presence 

in our lives and in the Fond du Lac community for many 

years to come.  Please help us water the Open  
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(continued from page 1...Message) 

 
Circle tree by.  We have increased our budget by about 

$4500 as we plan programming and support for our 

growing Fellowship, including increasing our level of 

ministerial support.  Please consider the budget pro-

posal, your household financial situation, and how much 
being part of Open Circle enriches your life as you de-

cide how much to give.  Further information is available 

in your pledge packet, which you either received on 

Sunday 4/29 or is in the mail to you.  Please put your 

money where your heart is by giving a generous dona-

tion in the upcoming year. 

 

Time and Talents Survey:  What makes you come 

alive? As mentioned in the pledge letter, we are a fairly 

small community. Many hands (and hearts) make lighter 

work! As you consider how you can use your time, tal-

ents, and passions, consider the words of Howard Thur-
man:  "Don't ask yourself what the world needs. Ask 

yourself what makes you come alive and then go do 

that. Because what the world needs is people who have 

come alive."  Open Circle, like the world at large, needs 

people who have come alive.  Look at the Time and 

Talents survey in your packet and see if there are some 

tasks and needs that make you come alive.  

 

Healthy Congregation Process:  Our Healthy Congre-

gation Committee (me, Judy Goldsmith, Audrey Linn, 

and Howie Zanto) are helping the Open Circle commu-
nity to think about how we want to communicate and 

interact with each other as a community. We’ve begun 

our Healthy Congregation process by asking for your 

views on four questions:   

 

Question 1: In your experience in past and present or-

ganizations, what has worked in terms of communica-

tion, decision making, leadership and structure? 

 

Question 2: Conversely, in your experience in organiza-

tions, what hasn’t worked in these areas? 
 

Question 3: What is important to you in healthy commu-

nication?  

 

Question 4: What does OCUUF meant to you? What 

kind of community would you like it to be?  

 

We’ve gotten a number of thoughtful responses via 

email or placed in the suggestion box (on the table in the 

hallway near the sanctuary entrance). In addition, we 

had a Very fruitful, honest and thoughtful brainstorming 

session on Sunday April 29.  All of this input has given 
us guidance in terms of possible guidelines; areas of 

improvement in our organizational structure and com-

munication; and even possible Sunday and adult RE 

programming.  One very important common theme: We 

want to be able to bring our hearts, our minds, and our 

deepest convictions to Open Circle and know that we 
will be heard, appreciated, and treated with kindness.  

  

One goal of this process is to create a Healthy Congre-

gation statement of principles that we can use to guide 

our interactions and communication in day to day inter-

actions and especially when we disagree or have diffi-

cult decisions to make.  But the most important result 

we’ve already accomplished!: We are thinking and talk-

ing about how we want to interact and communicate.   

 

You can help by considering these four questions and 

sharing your answers, if you haven’t already, with com-
mittee members and with each other. You can also help 

by dong four things I mentioned in an earlier newsletter 

note: 

 

Talk to someone in the Fellowship who you think has 

different spiritual or political views than yours with the 

aim not of changing their mind but of sharing views, 

listening and learning. 

 

Talk to someone within the Fellowship who you think 

has different views on something you care about related 
to the Fellowship with the aim not of changing their 

mind but of sharing views, listening, and learning 

 

Talk to someone in the Fellowship who you think is at 

least ten years older or younger than you. 

 

Come to Sunday services or programs on a day you 

would not normally come because someone else may 

need a kind word or smile from you. 

 

In the spirit of beloved community, 
Paisley, President, OCUUF Board 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0PDoX6kCfZOZWMAqSmjzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpcGszamw0BHNlYwNmcC1pbWcEc2xrA2ltZw--/SIG=1282pat92/EXP=1324775972/**http%3a/clipartphotoss.com/2011/08/29/clip-art-heart/
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WoW: Religious Discussion and Coffee 

OCUUF women are all welcome for coffee and conversation at 

Gift and Gab in Peebles on the 1st Monday of each month 
(unless otherwise stated). For more information please contact 
Jane at jane.dennis@charter.net. The group will be 

meeting on May 7 and June 4 at 10 AM. 

 

Womenôs Dinner Group 

OCUUF women are invited to meet at Faroôs Restaurant every 
4th Tuesday of the month at 5:30 PM. The group will be meeting 

on May 22  and June 26. 

 

Menôs Group  

Please contact John McDowell for further information regarding 

events for this group. He can be reached at east-
brook06@gmail.com. The OCUUF Menôs Group meets on the 
first Sunday of every month (unless otherwise stated) at the Ra-

mada Inn at 8 AM. This group will be meeting on May 6 and June 
3. 

 

RE (Religious Education) 

RE classes are held on the 2nd and 4th Sundays for elementary 

age children, and child care is available every Sunday (including 
children up to 10 when there is no RE class).  Sunday May 20 is 
the UU Tie Dye Extravaganza from 11:30-1 PM.  Bring anything 

you want tie-dyed...white sox, t-shirts,...to color as we grow closer 
as a congregation.  White t-shirts will be provided to all the chil-
dren.  Sunday June 3 is the 2nd Annual Childrenôs picnic at 10 

AM.  Join us as we play games, make crafts and eat delicious 
food!  Parent participation is optional. 

 

Book/Video Club 

This group meets the 3rd Tuesday of every month from 6:30 PM 
at OCUUF.   The May 15 meeting will begin at 6 PM while gather-
ing for Mexican theme food & beverages to start off the 6:30 

discussion of the book ñLike Water for Chocolateò, a novel in 
monthly installments w/recipes, romances and home remedies. 
(1994 publication), by Laura Esquivel.   

 

The June 19will begin at 6:30 PM to discuss a book by James 

Hillman, ñThe Soulôs Code: In Search of Character and Callingò. 

 

Eco Food Group 

The May 5 meeting will be at Lisette Aldrichôs home; the June 9 
meeting at the McDowells.  Coffee at 8 AM, meeting begins at 

8:30.   If you think you might be interested in joining Eco Food or 
if youôre just curious, please join us. Guests are always welcome. 
For more information contact Karen Lindberg-Schuppe, klindberg

-schuppe@charter.net. 

 

Food for Thought 
The group will meet at 6:30 PM on Thursday, May 10 for a con-
tinuation of the viewing of the film ñHungry for Changeò(not nec-

essary to have seen the April installment) Popcorn and drinks are 
provided! 
 

Drumming Circle 
Join in with good fellowship and drumming on May 11 and June 8 
at OCUUF, rbeginning  at 7:00 PM.  

 
 

Get involved at ocuuf! Service schedule 
For  MaY and june 2012 

 
May 

 
5/6 Service:  

Presented by: Elizabeth Marsh (Madison) 
Coordinated by: Audrey Linn 

 
5/13  Service:  

Presented by: Ian Riddell 
Coordinated by: Sylvia Reed 

 
5/20 Service: 

  Presented by: Poet Max Garland 
(Eau Claire) 

Coordinated by: Karen Lindberg-Schuppe 
 

5/27  Service: 
Grief Discussion 

Coordinated by: Mary Arrigoni 
 

June 
 

6/3 Service: 
Presented by: Ian Riddell 

Coordinated by: Sylvia Reed 
 

6/10 Service: 
Presented by: Images of 1st Source 

Coordinated by: Audrey Lynn 
 

6/17 Service: Flower Communion 
Intergenerational 

Presented by: P. Harris & J. Morris 
 

6/24 Service: Articulating Group 
Presented by: Sylvia Reed 

 

OCUUF Regular  
Office Hours 

 
Jane Ricchio will be in the OCUUF office 

on Tuesdays from 3:30 to 6:30 PM. 
 

Email: ocuuf@tds.net 
Phone: (920) 924-8598 

mailto:jane.dennis@charter.net
mailto:eastbrook06@gmail.com
mailto:eastbrook06@gmail.com
mailto:klindberg-schuppe@charter.net
mailto:klindberg-schuppe@charter.net
mailto:ocuuf@tds.net
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednes-
day 

Thurs-
day 

Friday  Satur-
day 

  1 2 3 4 5 
 
ECO Food 
Group @ L. 

Aldrich home, 8 
AM 

6 
Men’s Coffee 
Group 8 AM 
Ramada   

SERVICE 10 
AM:  Rev.  
Elizabeth Marsh 
 
2 PM-Beltane/
May Day ritual 
@ Harris/Morris 
home 

7 
 
WOW Women’s 
coffee at Gift & 

Gab at 10 AM 

8 9 10   FOOD for 

THOUGHT Mtg-

6:30 PM—film 

“Hungry for 

Change” - popcorn 

and drinks pro-

vided 

11  
 
Drumming 
Circle—7 PM 

12  
 
“Grand Night 
of Singing” - 7 

PM 

13 
 
SERVICE 10 
AM:  Ian Riddell 

14 15  Book/Video 
Club—6 PM—
Mexican theme 
w/food and 

beverage “Like 
Water for 
Chocolate” by 
Laura Esquivel 

16 17 
 
Service Planning 
Mtg—5:30 PM 

18 19 

20 
 
SERVICE 10 
AM:  Max Gar-

land, Poet 
 
RE:  Tie-Dye 
 Extravaganza 
11:30 AM  

21 22  
 
Women’s Din-
ner Group at 

Faro’s Restau-
rant at 5:30 PM 

23  
 
 United for 
Diversity Meet-

ing  6  PM 

24 25 26 

27 
 
GRIEF  
DISCUSSION 

10 AM 

28 

MEMORIAL 

DAY 

29 30 
 
Program Coun-
cil Mtg—6:30 

PM 

31 

 

 

  

MAY 2012 

http://images.search.yahoo.com/r/_ylt=A0PDoS0HLUxPhGwAAOqjzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpcGszamw0BHNlYwNmcC1pbWcEc2xrA2ltZw--/SIG=12gjh6633/EXP=1330421127/**http%3a/www.fitnessandfreebies.com/food/articles/popcorn.html
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednes-
day 

Thurs-
day 

Friday  Satur-
day 

     1 
 

2 
 

3 Men’s 
Coffee 
Ramada 8 
AM 

Service: 10 
AM,  Ian Rid-
dell 
 
RE-2nd Annual 
Children’s Pic-
nic 10 AM 

4 
Women’s Cof-
fee Group at 
Gift & Gab 10 

AM 

5 6 7 8 

 
Drumming Cir-
cle—7 PM 

9 

10 

 

Service 10 AM, 

Images of 1st 

Source 

11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 

 

Flower  

   Communion 

         Inter- 

Generational 

 

RE 

18 19 
 
Book/Video 
Club—6:30 

PM—”The 
Soul’s 
Code…”James 
Hillman 

20 21 22 23 

24 

 

Articulating 

Group Service 

25 26 

 
Women’s Din-
ner Group—

5:30  PM Faro’s 
Restaurant 

27 28 29 30 

June 2012 

Interested in OCUUF membership?  

If you feel you have found a spiritual home in the Open Circle, but have not yet joined OCUUF, we hope you will consider 
signing the membership book. Signing the membership book means that you feel you have found a spiritual home here and that 
you are committing to support the Open Circle Fellowship financially and with your time and talents.  Feel free to talk to 
Lisette Aldrich (aldrichla@charter.net), or Mary Arrigoni (arrigonis@juno.com) about membership. 

mailto:aldrichla@charter.net
mailto:arrigonis@juno.com
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RE News and Events 
 
Dear UU Families, 
 

Happy soon-to-be-Summer! The UU RE Program has some 
exciting new programming coming up to put on the calendar: 
 

 
Sunday, May 20th - UU Tie Dye Extravaganza from 11:30 to 
1pm in the side parking lot (weather permitting). Bring white t-

shirts, socks, skirts, undies - anything you want tie dyed - to 
color as we grow closer as a congregation. White t-shirts will be 
provided for all the children. 

 
 
 

Sunday, June 3rd - 2nd Annual 
Children's Picnic during regular 
service hours in the front room. 

Excited to celebrate the end of the 
school year? Join us as we play 
games, make crafts, and eat deli-

cious food! Parent participation is optional. 
 
 

RE classes will continue to be offered the 1st and 3rd Sunday 
and childcare will be provided the 1st - 4th Sunday of every 
month thru the rest of the school year. If you haven't already, 

sign up to assist with teaching one of our remaining classes! 
The Ashanti Proverb "It takes a whole village to raise a child" 
applies to us here at OCUUF. 

 
The RE class calendar for the Spring Semester: 
 

05/06 - Prayer is a Place to Grow a Soul  
05/20 - Tie Dye Extravaganza 
06/03 - 2nd Annual Children's Picnic  

 
If you have any questions, comments, or a desire to volunteer; 
please contact me at tea11y@hotmail.com or 920-579-2128. 

 
Take care, 
 

Teale Greylord 
Family & Elementary Religious Education Coordinator 
Fond du Lac Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
 

OCUUF 0N YOUTUBE!? 
 
Thanks to John Morris and Jane  
Ricchio, OCUUF now has a YouTube site page.  
Additional material will be added on a regular basis. 
The videos will typically be loaded by  the Thursday 
morning following the service. 
 

Check it out. 

Here is the link to the OCUUF YouTube site: 
 
http://www.youtube.com/ocuuf 

   ‘grand night for singing” !! 
 
Please join us for a grand night of signing on Sat-
urday, May 12 at 7:00 PM at OCUUF.  Ian Riddell 
and B.J. Belzer will be introducing us to selected 
songs from our blue hymnal so we can better and 
more joyfully incorporate them into our worship.  
All are welcome...great singers, and those who 
just like to hum along.  Bring a bottle of wine, an 
appetizer, dessert or snack to share, and come 
join us for a festive evening of fun and song. 

Beltane/May Day Ritual 
Sunday May 6 

 
Earth Spirit, a group interested in exploring earth-
based and pagan spirituality, will be holding a sim-
ple Beltane/May Day ritual at 2 PM at the home of 
Paisley Harris and John Morris to celebrate new 
beginnings.  Those attending are asked to bring a 
small object youôd like to bless with positive inten-
tion.   Weôll also be leaving a gift for mother earth at 
the property.  This can be picked up on the prop-
erty or you could possibly bring something. 
 
Please bring snacks to share for after the cere-
mony.  Please rsvp to Paisley at 
paisley.harris@uwc.edu; 924-9497. 

http://www.youtube.com/ocuuf
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Meatless Mondays 
interview  
By Jeanne  McDowell 
 
This is part of the series 

of Meatless Monday 
interviews.  The follow-

ing is an interview I had 

recently with Tom and 

Karen L. Schuppe. I 

hope you enjoy it!     

 

Q: How are your "Meatless Mondays" going? 

 

A: We often think about “Meatless Mondays” but 

frankly we have a number of days during the week when 

we don’t eat meat, so we don’t necessarily observe 

Mondays. 
 

Q: How many meatless meals do you think you have 

each week? 

 

A: We rarely eat meat at breakfast or lunch. Out of 21 

meals, I think probably only about 5 of them have any 

meat included.  

 

A: (Tom) We take the Catholic view of meat! We don’t 

consider fish to be “meat”.  We eat fish an average of 

one to three times per week. 
 

Q: What is your favorite breakfast? 

 

A:  (Karen) I actually have two favorites. One is curried 

quinoa with nuts, dried cranberries, and either part of a 

cut up orange or apple. I make a big batch of quinoa 

ahead and freeze some of it in pint glass jars with plastic 

lids. When I prepare my breakfast I also like to sauté the 

quinoa in olive oil. I buy a curry* spice mix from The 

Spice House in Milwaukee.   

 

My other favorite breakfast right now is to slice an apple 
into thin pieces, sprinkle a little lemon on them as well 

as a tiny bit of salt and then scoop the apple pieces into 

peanut butter. I probably use a couple of tablespoons of 

peanut butter. 

 

*Editor’s note: Curry contains turmeric, which is known 

for its health benefits. Turmeric has long been known 

for its anti-inflammatory properties, but recent research 

posted on Health Diaries online has revealed that tur-

meric is really a natural wonder, proving beneficial in 

the treatment of many different health conditions from 
cancer to Alzheimer's disease. 

 

A: (Tom) I enjoy eating oatmeal with some type of fruit.  

I love putting fresh strawberries from our garden on the 

oatmeal when strawberries are in season. We also freeze 

our strawberries so I am able to have that off-season too. 
Sometimes I’ll have the oatmeal with fresh or frozen 

blueberries. 

 

Q:  What are some of your favorite lunches? 

 

A: (Karen) I often enjoy a salad with mixed greens. I’ll 

have some sort of protein with that. It may be some 

canned tuna or salmon, or an avocado. Our lunches are 

typically lighter meals than dinner. 

 

A: (Tom) Peanut butter and jelly on wheat bread is one 

of my favorites. I may have a side of fruit like an apple 
or some carrot sticks. 

 

A: (Karen) Another lunch we may have is homemade 

vegetable soup. To make sure the soup is nice and fla-

vorful, I add tomato. When tomatoes are in season, I’ll 

pick them fresh from our garden. I freeze tomatoes, so 

I’ll thaw those and cut some up. I really think this makes 

a big difference to the flavor of the soup. I also use an 

organic vegetable paste from the organic section in Fes-

tival Foods that enhances the flavor. It’s called “It’s 

Better than Bouillon.”  
  

Q: Tell us a bit about some of your favorite meatless 

dinners, particularly the ones that are easy to prepare. 

 

A: Here are a few of our favorites: 

-Morningstar’s spicy black bean burgers 

-Homemade meatless spaghetti 

-Large salads with homemade vinaigrette   

-Eggs make good meatless meals—especially a broccoli 

or asparagus quiche. 

-Polenta. I make my own polenta. Polenta is great be-

cause you can be very creative with it. Sometimes we’ll 
have it with a side of grilled veggies; another time we 

may top it with tomato sauce or salsa. I often add cheese 

while I am cooking the corn meal. The polenta solidifies 

as it cooks. There’s a great recipe at:  http://

www.seriouseats.com/recipes/2011/07/dinner-tonight-

cheddar-scallion-polenta-croquettes-recipe.html  
 

Q:  You mentioned that you enjoy salads with a home-

made vinaigrette dressing. How do you make your 

dressing? 

 
A:  It’s so easy and doesn’t have any additives like the 

dressings you buy in the store. Two or three tablespoons  
 
(continued on page 8...Meatless) 

http://www.seriouseats.com/recipes/2011/07/dinner-tonight-cheddar-scallion-polenta-croquettes-recipe.html
http://www.seriouseats.com/recipes/2011/07/dinner-tonight-cheddar-scallion-polenta-croquettes-recipe.html
http://www.seriouseats.com/recipes/2011/07/dinner-tonight-cheddar-scallion-polenta-croquettes-recipe.html
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(continued from page 7..Meatless) 

 

of olive oil, one tbsp of lemon juice, ½ tsp of Dijon 

mustard, minced garlic, pinch of salt, and a little onion 

juice. I grate a small amount of sweet onion and add 
that. It really makes a difference in the taste. 

 

Q: How long have you been eating consciously and 

what got you started? 

 

A: It’s been a long process. About 20 years ago I be-

came aware of the problem with pesticides in food. In 

terms of meat, we’ve been cutting down over the last 5 

or 6 years. When we began cutting down on meat, we 

just naturally added more vegetables and fruits to our 

diet. Now, we just naturally eat more healthy meals. 

 
Q: Do you have any advice or tips for people who are 

just getting started with "Meatless Mondays"?  

 

A: I encourage people to try a few simpler healthier 

meals on their own. Start with something easy to do.  I 

avoid the prepared packaged organic foods because I 

think they are too pricey and often contain unnecessary 

ingredients. You still have to read the labels. 

 

Thank you Karen and Tom!   

Earth Day 2012 at Circle Sanctuary 
By Stephanie Evergreen 

 
It seems to me the best way to celebrate Earth Day is to 

do two things…involve spirituality somehow and make 

sure at least some of the day is spent with Earth, revel-

ing in and appreciating her beauty. For some time, I had 

been longing to visit Circle Sanctuary in Barneveld, 

Wisconsin. Turns out I’m not the only person at Open 

Circle with a similar longing. What I thought was going 

to be just a couple people turned into a small entourage 

including several other members from Open Circle UU 

Fellowship. 
 

Pictured here, while 

planting one of two 

Tamarack trees native 

to this land in the 

name of OCUUF are: 

Stephanie Evergreen, 

Josh and Barb Moss, 

Kim Richter, Tammy 

Prus, Teale Greylord, 

and Liz Woodworth-

Zanto. 

 

 

The weather was perfect, and the company was more 

than stellar! I couldn’t have asked for a better group to 

celebrate Earth Day with. Upon arrival we were warmly 

greeted by Selena Fox and Florence and many others. 

The entire group didn’t amount to more than 50 of us all 

total. The atmosphere was one of welcome, and some-

how it just seemed easier to breathe when surrounded by 

such a natural expanse of Earth in her glory. We spent 
time learning about several aspects of nature including 

tree identification and bird watching. One of the high-

lights was being able to plant trees (see above). We 

processed up to the sacred stone circle and spent time in 

ritual honoring the Earth and focusing on what we can 

do to sustain her. Singing to her, “Mother I feel you un-

der my feet: Mother I hear your heart beat…”  We even 

had an opportunity to witness a controlled prairie burn. 

I have no doubt all of us would love the opportunity to 

get back to Circle Sanctuary in the future! If anyone is 

interested in planning a visit later this year, please con-

tact me at stephcevergreen@yahoo.com.  For more in-
formation about Circle Sanctuary, please visit their web-

site at www.circlesantuary.org. 

 
Pictured here: Prairie burn 

 

mailto:stephcevergreen@yahoo.com
http://www.circlesantuary.org
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Let’s Hear it For 
Pagan Pride! 
By Stephanie Evergreen 

 
The GPS makes me feel fearless! I can remember a time 

only a few years ago when I would have cringed just 

thinking about driving to Minneapolis and rejected it 

immediately out of fear. Too far! By myself?! No way! 

And some kind of internal litany that would go on and 

on in the same vein. 

 

But now…there is a whole world of experiences just 

waiting to be experienced! From March 16 through 

March 18, I had the distinct pleasure of attending Pa-

ganicon in St Louis Park, Minnesota. This pagan-based 
conference, in its second year, offered everything from 

education to entertainment, all done pagan-style (which 

I might add isn’t all that different from UU-style!). 

 

I met up with a friend I’d met last year at Midwest Lead-

ership School. Not only did I have some time to catch up 

with an “old” pagan-UU friend, but I had the good for-

tune of meeting and making friends with many other 

colorful and spiritually-inclined people. While only a 

few were affiliated with the UU’s, it never ceases to 

amaze me how much pagans and UU’s have in common 

(but that’s an article for another day). 

 
The first evening began with a greeting by our esteemed 

hosts from Twin Cities Pagan Pride that at time bor-

dered on bawdy with reminders that we were to stay on 

our best behavior and remember that  they had already 

reserved the same conference center and hotel for next 

year.  A heads-up that received much laughter and clap-

ping. Afterward, we split into groups based on what 

seminars we planned to attend while at the conference. 
Then we had the good fortune to hang out and listen to 

some live music in a super-relaxed jam session with 

Murphey’s Midnight Rounders and S.J. Tucker. 

 

The next day was filled with classes and seminars that 

ranged from Paganism & Mental Health: Magic & San-

ity to Spirit FamiliarsðOur Otherworldly Allies to Mu-

sic and Magick: sound, emotion, and energy. All classes 

shared some small bit of wisdom to add to my spiritual 

repertoire. After a day of exhaustive learning, we got to 

dance well into the night at the All Snakeôs Day Ball: A 
Revel Under the Faerie Hills in which both Murphey’s 

Midnight Rounders and S.J. Tucker performed live in 

turns. Remember those snakes that were chased out of 

Ireland…well, we found them!!  Along with many of 

my new-found friends, we danced (and had a few bever-

ages) and let the music soak deeply into our bodies and 

spirits. And the costumes!! I wish I had been better pre-

pared. Feathers and wings and make-up galore! Even the 

Minoan Snake Goddess and the Green Man were pre-

sent! 
 

On the last day, I attended a very informative class on 

Crisis Intervention for Clergy. I was amazed by the 

wealth of knowledge in this one classroom. While it 

may have been based on a more pagan perspective, the 

people in this group were well-trained. I learned a lot. 

 

What I was struck by most during this whole weekend 

was a more personal realization. While I had a great 

time, and no doubt found many kindred spirits among 

these sometimes highly intellectual and other times 

highly intuitive and magickal people, it was what I felt 

about myself the whole time I was there that I took away 

from the weekend. I have always felt on the outskirts of 

every group I’m within. I used to feel this was to my 

detriment. After all, how can I ever feel firmly rooted in 

a group if I’m always hanging somewhere near the out-

side of the circle. I discovered that this aspect of me is a 

gift. While parts of me a very pagan, I haven’t lost touch 

with being grounded in a world that is secular and often 

unwilling to speak in too spiritual of terms. I straddle the 

business and spiritual worlds, part of both. I can com-
municate across lines if I keep one of my million feet 

within all of them. What I once thought was lonely and 

disconnected, I had found while at this conference sim-

ply opens lots of doors for me. Placing me in spaces 

where all can find some comfort in my company. Rest 

assured, I speak your language too.  A friend had ac-

cused me of always trying to avoid the mainstream. 

Darn right! And, thank the goddess for it, I say! Blessed 

be, all! 

 

Beltane/May Day Ritual-2 PM-Sunday May 6, offered 

by Earth Spirit at home of P. Harris and J. Morris-

RSVP to paisley.harris@uwc.edu  924-9497 
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2012 uu living legacy civil rights pilgrimage 
 

The next UU Living Legacy Civil Rights Pilgrimage is scheduled for October 6-13, 
2012, and registration is now open.  This unique bus trip is much more than a Civil 
Rights history tour through Alabama and Mississippi.  We will be visiting historic  sites, 
meeting veterans of the Civil Rights Movement, and spending time  together and with 
guests exploring what racism, white privilege, and barriers to equality look like today in 
Southern towns we visitðand in our own hometowns. 
 
Beyond experiencing first-hand the civil rights legacy, our goal is to develop commit-
ment, vision and mechanisms within our group to work on issues of race, injustice and 
inequality that still bedevil our congregations and our society  The Living Legacy Pil-
grimage is hosted and organized by the  Reverend Gordon Gibson and Judy Gibson; 
the Reverend Hope Johnson, the Reverend James Hobart; Janice Marie Johnson; An-
nette Marquis; and Donna Sequeira, and co-sponsored by the Southeast District of the 
Unitarian Universalist Association. 
 
For more information and to register, please visit www.uulivinglegacy.org   
 
Donôt miss your chance to be on the bus!  Register earlyðcosts are discounted for 
those who register before May 15th. 
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Unitarian Universalist  
Guiding Principals 

1. The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

2. Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations; 

3. Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations; 

4. A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

5. The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and in  

society at large; 

6. The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all; 

7. Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 

Contact Information 
Open Circle Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 

 
19 E Third St 
Fond du Lac WI  54935 
Phone: (920) 924-8598 
Email:  OCUUF@tds.net 

 
Board Members:  
Paisley HarrisðPresident 
paisley.harris@uwc.edu 
Madonna BowmanðVice 
President 
Tracy GravelleðSecretary 
Sylvia ReedðTreasurer 
Jerry DannerðMember-at-
Large 

Committees and Chairs 

Membership: M. Arrigoni & L. Aldrich 
Religious Education: Jerry Danner 
Service Planning: Sylvia Reed 
Hospitality: Jane Dennis 
Facilities: John McDowell 
Eco Food Group: Karen Lindberg-Schuppe 
Menôs Group: John McDowell & Tom 
Schuppe 
Green Sanctuary: John McDowell 
Library Committee: Linda Moore 
Décor: Madonna Bowman  
Book/Video Club:  Bev Gudex 
Womenôs Coffee Group: Theresa Riggs 
Newsletter Editor: Jane Ricchio 

Open Circle Mission Statement 
We come together as Open Circle Unitarian Universalist Fellowship  open to experi-
encing transcendent mystery and wonder, honoring diversity and religious freedom. 
We come to pursue Unitarian Universalismôs prophetic vision of peace, justice, com-
passion and sustainability and to create Beloved Community. 

 
Open Circle 

Vision 
Statement 

 
To be a  

transforming  

presence in the 
live of individuals 

and the  
Fond du Lac  
community. 

Next newsletter deadline:  
Please send submissions for the newsletter to Jane Ricchio via email at  
OCUUF@tds.net no later than June 20, 2011. Please include the word 
ñnewsletterò in the subject line. Thanks in advance! 

mailto:OCUUF@tds.net

